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Northampton’s iconic 
restaurant is still going strong
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A kitchen designed by Pam Sandler

Architect Pamela Sandler thought green before green was green. 

By Sarah Werthan ButtenWieSer | photography By paul Shoul

View of Water, 
View of Woods
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i n t e r i o r v i e w

“B efore the word green was thrown around,” says 
architect Pamela Sandler, “we were all green. 
We cared about making smart choices, about 

materials, insulation and how houses fit into the envi-
ronment. That really is what architects think about.”

However, Sandler concedes, in other ways architec-
ture’s “academy” didn’t always see it quite that way. 
Sandler recalls how her architecture school thesis proj-
ect wasn’t initially viewed as legitimate because the kind 
of renovation it embodied—she created designs to rehab 
and add on to an existing mill building—wasn’t consid-
ered “real” architecture. 

Not only is it architecture, she insists, but “that proj-
ect was as green as you can get.” She laughs a bit rueful-
ly. “Restoration has found its way into architecture.”

Because of environmental concerns and a shaky 
economy, Sandler says, “These days, people consider 
renovation of existing buildings before beginning to 
think about starting something new.”

The reuse project that provided Sandler with her steep-
est learning curve was at 47 Railroad Street in Great 
Barrington. The former grain warehouse’s first floor—built 

in the mid-1800s—had been home to a retail business, 
upper floors left vacant. No longer: the building houses 
Pearl’s restaurant, private offices and the Iris Gallery of 
Fine Art Photography. Sandler describes the owners as 
“very motivated to explore materials and consider the 
building’s renewal carefully.”

She’s worked on renovation and restoration projects 
at Hancock Shaker Village, Stonover Farm and the New 
Marlborough Meeting House in New Marlborough, 
Massachusetts.

These days she’s excited about putting some of that 
experience into her first project as a developer: office con-
dominiums—including space for her own offices—in the 
former Hall’s Garage in Stockbridge. Construction on the 
two 1920s buildings—a 7,000-square-foot garage and a 
smaller livery building—is set to begin in the spring. 

“I’ve lived here twenty-six years,” Sandler says, “and 
have always been fascinated by these buildings. ...This 
[the garage] will be the first LEED-certified building in 
Stockbridge. I wanted to bring life back to the site and 
have the public rediscover this in-town spot.” She plans 
to install a grass roof on the livery building.

This home in the Berkshires got the Sandler touch.
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W hen you hear about Sandler’s history, it isn’t at all 
surprising that she’s wound up as an accomplished 
small-town architect with a big reputation in the 

region. Self-described as a “small-town girl,” having grown 
up in Newburgh, New York, she says she first wanted to 
become an architect when she was twelve. There were no girls 
in the architecture-related classes she took in high school, 
and only about twenty percent of her architecture school 
class was female. 

This didn’t daunt her, though. Nor did having children—
her three now span teens to twenties—keep her from her 
architecture career; she began her own firm after the birth 
of her first child.

Unlike many architects, Sandler never felt urban architec-
ture catching her fancy. She recalls, “When I was studying 
architecture in college and my peers were all about designing 
massive buildings, I worked on a project designing many vil-
lages. One village was on the bend of a river… The villages 
so resembled the place I live now. I love having an office 
on Main Street in Stockbridge and watching the Norman 
Rockwell scene outside the window.”

 Pam Sandler in her studio

162 Federal Street, Greenfield, MA 01301
413-772-0013 | www.kimsupholstery.com

kimberley@kimsupholstery.com

More than just upholstery
Custom Window Treatments

Custom fitted slipcovers

Cornice boards

Banquettes

Upholstered headboards

Bedding & replacement cushions

Fabric & Assistance with
color coordination & design

Free pick-up and delivery of 
most items within our area

Kim’s Upholstery
By Appointment
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S andler considers the task of creating commercial and 
residential spaces somewhat different. “Designing com-
mercial spaces is less personal,” she muses. “In a public 

space, making an architectural statement is easier to do. But 
I really enjoy working with people on houses. Heart and soul 
goes into people’s houses. I enjoy learning how people live 
and trying to help them understand their own priorities. I like 
to design houses that really work as homes.”

To that end, when she designs a house, even a second 

residence—as is so often the case in the Berkshires—she first  
travels to the client’s primary residence. 

“When you get down to it,” Sandler says, “houses are a 
series of spaces. I want to see my clients’ primary residence[s] 
because I like to see how they live. ... How much stuff do they 
have? Do they like things streamlined and spare, or do they 
have a lot of knickknacks and collections?” She recalls how 
a client from Manhattan raved about her giant shower. It 
turned out the shower—by non-Manhattan standards—was 
not at all oversized. Sandler offers, “People aren’t able to 
verbalize what they like or how they live in a space. It’s hard 
to put words to.”

Not surprisingly, given the way she tries to get to know 
her clients’ preferences and lifestyles, Sandler’s description of 
herself as “not wanting a signature style” rings true. “I love 
to work with clients,” she says. “I believe each house should 
be different.”

She does pay careful attention to ensuring that houses 
work well within their environment. Having designed about 
fifteen or so cottages in the Stockbridge Bowl, she says, 
“I’ve gotten to design some really interesting cottages. I love 
these smaller spaces and I love thinking about what kind of 
building works on the water and in the woods. I try to create 
something timeless, a building that can’t be dated.”

“I try to create 

something timeless, a 

building that can’t be dated.”

• The most advanced & reliable direct exchange geothermal heating, 
   cooling & hot water systems
• Heat & cool your Vintage Green Home for just a few dollars a day
• Super insulated walls & ceilings provide a tight energy-saving envelope
• Green building materials create clean, healthy indoor air quality
• Sustainable landscape design & outdoor water efficiency

think green and save green!

330 Long Plain rd. Leverett, Ma | $535,000

Stop by our office at 10 Bright St., Northampton 
call us at 413-586-2345, or visit us online at barbarademerskirealestate.com
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B eyond cottages, Sandler has great enthusiasm for small-
er houses. She says, “I love designing smaller houses. 
Intimate spaces you can curl up into—nooks, alcoves, 

window-seats—are so pleasing.”
Smaller houses are akin to puzzles that must be solved, 

Sandler asserts. “You get to design spaces under stairways, 
and draw out interest by creating a range of details playing 
off one another, and consider the diagonals,” she says. “You 
have to figure out how to make the space feel big inside.” 
She thinks smaller houses will be a trend, one that she deems 
thoughtful and appealing.

Being thoughtful has everything to do with Sandler’s 
approach. Not only does she consider how people live, she 
likes to help them reflect about how they live. She often 
counsels people not to jump into renovations right away: “I 
tell people to live in a space for a while. When they do, they 
begin to figure out what they want and need.” P

Sandler’s  stairwell at 47 Railroad Street 
in Great Barrington, a former grain warehouse 

51 Bridge Street, Shelburne Falls
www.sfmh.org  (413)625-3052

Info + Tix : www.sfmh.org
Also available at: Mocha Mayas and Boswell’s Books in 

Shelburne Falls, World Eye in Greenfield, BookCellar 
in Brattleboro, and Broadside Books in Northampton

Experience Live in HD

Thursday
NTL presents  Shakespeare’s

The Met presents  Adams’

The Met presents  Gluck’s
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